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as possible. By 2 o'clock we are summoned to lunch,
and again the champagne flows freely for those who
prefer it to beer or other liquids. After lunch the
hostess of the camp usually tries to get some of the
ladies to rest themselves in their tents, on the plea of
looking after their dresses for the ball in the evening;
but there are some perverse and indefatigable girls who
will go on with lawn-tennis, or join in a Badminton
tournament, until tea is announced. Then the carriages
and horses come to the door, and we all drive or ride
out to the course. There is probably a fierce game of
polo going on between civil and military, or the planters
of two rival districts, or the Public Schools against the
World, or any other combination of forces that can be
devised. On some days there are cricket-matches
arranged between similar parties and factions. Mean-
while one of the military bands is playing in front of
the race-stand, and there pour forth upon the course all
the carriages and horses that can be mustered for the
occasion. There are a few ladies riding with their
attendant squires. There comes the drag of the young
Raja of Durbanga covered with his lady guests, whilst
the Raja himself handles the reins and puts his well-
broken horses into a gallop along the back of the
course. Tandems driven from high dog-carts seem to
have a special attraction for some young ladies, and
after the horses have steadied down a little to their
work, the reins are usually transferred to the hands of
the young lady until some impending danger makes it